AC (PLG) MPPR / 'Iuctor (ng ) MPD.2pp
D “Yairy No.... Sty 2@05».,.* ~ MOST IMMEDIATE
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No.N-11013/8/2011 — DDIB Dot 2 ‘zf}if/z’“
HART EIPR/Government of India -
redY fIeTd HATET Ministry of Urban Development
ST RPN __fa#r %1@=/Nirman Bhavan

0 \—rabt ur n‘\t )‘H U‘\O ) aé ia("i;th/NeW Delhi
’ FFICE P i DELHI-2 Dated 17" May, 2012
Tq : M R/ U,

The Vice Chairman, | Dy.NO-- 33’§C1 -------- .

: O o PP PERe? (113 Lt AL

_Delhi Development Authd?itiﬁd ;2/{\ 5\ 12

Vlkas Sadan, INA, . e TR
New Delhi.
Sub: Recommendation on Delhi-2050 W»
e Em——

Sir,

| am directed to refer to this Ministry's letter of even number dated
27.12.11 on the subject cited above and to say that the issue raised may please
be examined and comments/reply may please be furnished to this Ministry at the
earliest possible.

Yours faithfully,

(Sunil Kurhar)

Under Secretary to the Govt. of India
TeI.Nq.23061681

guEne F[AEd P
3: - ?




MOST IMMEDIATE
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No. p-non]glasty et 'S
ART I/ Government of India

A ! R+ ANSET / Ministry of Urban Development
Aor I3t/ Nirman Bhavan
a% =/ New Delhi
Dated 27-12-0
710

(8]
°

‘ .| The Vice Chairman, | Tie Commigsiches,
C'\ "“:)/ Deihi Deveiopment Authority, Municj ion of Delhi,
c,‘;.,‘: \Y Vikas Sadan, INA, Ciwi€ C into Road,
; w Blhi-2

New Dethi. |
The Chairman, | 4 T mevwbar S_(czcﬁo.:/
New Delhi Municipai Council. Palika |U [N R P13, 9, clice biakdals
. thi Cn.\,d,u. Je c‘“-u' R <ai

o L Mo pelly

5" Tl CEU-L; f{" S ALY

A\ Tetc. e Blo<i 1ode

Subject:- Pr C. Ot o il Aal e . ' Q(:;\'} iAo vwon TP £t
N Lebin:

Sir,

I am directed to forward herewith a copy of representation

dated 31- ¢ -2 <\) received from __Sbaleg l YL Cu\\y\;,itx}

) on the

subject cited above For appropriate action, undes intimation to this
Ministry. 1{,“,\0{{;‘} {rw»'h{&“q Lovmrneni L} o o117
Yours faithfully,

Aw: Ao

(Sunil Kumar)
Under Secretary (DDIB)
Tel.No.23061681
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Date August 31, 2011 -
Subject Recommendation

\‘]/ Dutch approach contributes to Delhi’s future
i

The capital of India is facing huge challenges. The expected growth of the city in
the next years and decades necessitates elaborate thinking now, to prevent
problems and make use of the opportunities in the future. Choices will have to be
made on urbanization in general and on the mobility system, allccation of new
housing, the water management and livability of the City in particular. Of course it
is not up to foreign institutions or governments to make choices for the future of
Delhi. Operating as a partner, the Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and the
Environment, can share jts knowledge with the other parties involved. We have

Y ’ something to offer and at the same time we are humble in this offering.
2@/‘2% Urban questions in Delhi and India are not unfamiliar to us and at the same time
Sy

w hearing the words and continuing business as usual; itis about actively engaging
;\’Tﬂ’é ourselves with what.is really happening. Listening to the people who are involved,

Nozﬁ/(/(‘ make a difference.

PP/  The first phase of Delhi 2050 was to a large extent focused on gathering input and
g( setting the agenda for the future of Delhi. We will continue to employ this input in
phase 2. In the next phase we will perpetuate setting an even more detailed
L agenda for Delhi and will gather input that can be used for a possible future vision
for the capital of India.

g
i Iam convi'nced of the added value of our Dutch-Indian cooperatjon, both in terms

exchange of knowledge, experience, and of individuals, companies and institutions
across borders. Starting with listening carefully, professionally and personally and
AN ‘engaging ourselves, Dutch experience on spatial and urban planning, architecture,
0/ water management and mobility, in combination with Indian knowledge, can help
to set a clear agenda for Delhi in 2050. In doing so, this can be an interesting
arning experience for growing cities in India and elsewhere in the world. For the
rban

"q ( u societies in Europe and for The Netherlands in particular, this can also
contribute to our (spatial and urban) policies. l
) e FA-
WU f
}\'}\/ o.o/ 1 “7 /!
Sage 1 27
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Spatial Planning

Date
August 31, 2011

I am proud that my ministry, using the ‘Dutch approach’, is involved in the project
that researches, explores and investigates important themes for the future of
Delhi. I hope non-governmental and governmental organizations, universities and
private companies also will give their share and provide their input for the
possible future development of Delhi. This will all contribute to the spatial and
physical choices that will have to be made in India in a later stage, for the future
lay-out of the city, its future competitiveness and its sustainability. I am looking
forward to the proceedings of this project, convinced of the fact that together we
can set the agenda for a prosperous and sustainable future for Delhi and for all of
us in and around attragtive, vibrant and fast-growing cities. Dutch approach
contributes to Delhi’s re.

The secretary-géneral of
the Dutch Minis f Infrastructure and the Environment

Page 2 of 2
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Bulldmg brldges with nature

PEQPLE Dutch architect Anne Feenstra
wants to develop the concept of sustainable

architecture in India

‘ ‘ cultures no more
than one" is the belief of
Anne  Feenstra, the
Dutch architect whe di-
vides his time between Afghanis-
tan, where

dia, where he is a

signs but 1t shouid also have puild-
ings which reflect future vision.”
While on the one hand, he was
impressed by the huge talent pool
present in the country, on the oth-
er he was left

he
teaches Kabul i inted
Univeryity, and, I ‘ ‘ :I:m are lots Gehomed b

member of the vis-
iting faculty at the
School of Planning
and Architecture.
Going back in time

he describes histrst DUIIDINGS which reflect .
visit to India. “Myv 2l
Arst trip 1o Indiy TURUFE ViSiOR

was about seven-

cight years ago. I was keen on vis-
iting Fatehpur Sikri. The more
time you spend here in India, the
more vou discover it. The people.
language and food are so diverse.
Hence. ! consider India as u conti-
nent and not a country. As an archi-
teet. there is a curiosity to discover
many lavers of culture. The rich-
ness of space, colours, and texture
used makes it all very inspiring.
There are lots of contemporary de-

of the buildings

but it should also have are average in
terms of design

architec-

ture. There are

g@eat  opportu

nities to funda-

mentally reconstruct those,” says

Feenstra adding that the buildings

constructed during the British Raj

and even now are not sustainable.

Addressing this problem of the
city’s structures not being eco-
fricndly, Feenstra along with four
other architects began ‘arch i-plat-
form for design’ The platform
seeks to develop such designs
throuﬂl multiple activities like
scminars, workshops, discussions

3 }? ‘,, . Eﬁ’

A STRONG FOURDATIOK Anne Feenstra is now working on a project called Dethi 2050

and exhibitions. “In a positive way
the Dutch are obsessed with plan-
ring and designing The funda-
mental thinking of developing the
city caught me and ! staved on,” he
says. The rescarch piulform re-
cently developed an ugriculture
heritage map of Chhoti Haldwani,
Jim Corbett's village Iving at the
foothills of Himalaya. The release
of the first ever heritage map of the
region was one of the activities

undertaken by the forest depart-
ment o mark the commencement
of the 75th Jubilee vear of Corbett
National Park. And now the design
platform: is auming to work on sim-
ilar projects

Anne opines that Dutch and In-
dian architecture are very differ-

ent but come together at certain’

points. “If we go back 500 veurs,

fend and protect the ruler The
Dutch had kings whereas India
had maharajas. This is one exam-
ple out of many, Hence the hasic
principle is same,” the architect
points out,

At present. Anne is undertaking
the Delhi 2050 project which looks
at the possible solutions and the
status of Dethi in 2050 in terms of

we would hind ilarities. Both
the countries had fortresses to de-

THE HINDU ¢ SUNDAY, MARCH 6, 2011

sustainabil

SUGANDHA RAWAL

Solving Delhi’s future problems

. Staff Reporter

lectures.

Delhi

four decades

from

NEW DELHI: To come up with
out-of-the-box solutions to
problems that will plague the
Capital in future, the first
part of a public debate of re-

search  initiative  “Delhj
2050 was held here on Sat-
urday.

Launched by Arch+l. in
collaboration with Dutch
Design Fashion Architecture
Programme and the Embas-
sy of The Netherlands in In-
dia, the research initiative
plans to involve Delhiities in
the future scenario -making.
“My Delhi” marked the be-
einning of a series of public
discourses, workshops and

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Principal Archi-
tect Arch+l platform Anne
Feenstra said: “Initially we
embarked on the research
initiative without informing
the government. But as we
are progressing in our talks,
we are also holding discus-
sions with officials of Indian
National Trust for Art and
Cultural  Heritage  |IN-
TACH]|, the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi [MCD| and
the Delhi Development Au-
thority [DDA]. It is impor-
tamt to invite all
stakeholders so that we can
come up with solutions to
problems that could plague

now. As it is equally impor-
tant to invite the public, we

launched the first part of
discourse on -

public
Saturday.”

Professor Feenstra suid as
the Dutch were facing short-
age of land, thev have been
planning meticulously  so
that every space is best util-
ised.

“We are experts in making
plans for our citics 40 vears
from now. The rescarch ini-
tiative launched by us is not
a commercial venture, The
project was launched two
years ago for 12 Indian citis
on what they would app:
like in 2035."

30



Shreya Roy Chowdhury | Tnn

New Delhi: A group of ar-
chitects, planners and de-
signers took a close look at
Delhianddecided it’stimeto
overcome the myopia and
start thinking long-term.
Delhi 2050, a “future model’s
exhibition,” presents a pic-
ture of what Delhi can look
like in 2050. It can look good -
accessible roads, clear
spaces, pools of recycled wa-
ter, solar panels -but only
with careful planning and
anattitude adjustment.

The project considers the

* fact there are over 20 lakh

cars on the city’s roads: and
that they're shared by 40,000
cows. Monuments, street
culture, sub-cities on the
fringes and public transport

¢ arrangements have all been

factored in. The emerging
picture is a composite of all
that Delhi is and all that it
canbe.

Theresult of the study by

= Arch i-Platform-a research

organization headed by
Dutch architect Anne Feen-

FUTURE CAPTTAL: Models made from reusable material show Delhi as a city in 2050 where alf residents are
equal and the roads are for pedestrians, not cars

stra--isdisplaved in an exhi-
bition that's travelling all
over the city. In the form of
four architecture models
(on pushcarts for easy mo-

bility), they've already done
stints at several spots and
will be parked at the India
Habitat Centre till May 15.
Delhi'sfuture was discussed

in a series of seminars with
Dutch and Indian experts;
locals shared their views
too. Chandni Chowk resi-
dents want their area devel-
oped; Khirki village kids
won't be living by the river
for the stink.

The point behind all the
brainstorming is to prevent
“urban sprawl” - random,
unplanned growth - by set-
ting a goal and working to-
wards it. The four models of
Delhi in 2050 - “Life Street”,
Urban Harvest”, “Culture
Loop” and “HUB-itat” - rep-
resent safe and accessible
streets, a city that harvests
energy and water, the heart
of thecity that can becomea
cultural centre accessible to
all, and economic activity
supported by adequate pub-
lic transport and roads. “A
city is judged by the quality
of density (population den-
sity is represented by stacks
of buttons in HUB-itat) and
quality of emptiness,” says

Feenstra. Spots where dif- ;
ferent modes of transport :

come together become
“hubs”, other areas are de- :
congested.

“The Dutch are good at :
long-term planning.” says
Feenstra. “We have very lit- :
tle land and every square :
centimetre is - carefully :
planned and designed.” An :
architect, Feenstra, 43, has
worked in The Netherlands :
and in England on interna- :
tiona! projects. “I believe an :
architect can work in more :
than one culture and envi- :
ronment.” he savs. In 2004, :
hesetupafirminKabuland :
taught at the university :
there. Staffed mostly by Af-
ghans. his firm worked on
the country's first national
park (in Bamivan), the na- :
tional museum and a mater-
nity centre. In 2009, he came
to India to teach at the
Schoo! of Planning and Ar-
chitecture and set up Arch]
as “there’s z lot of catching :
up to do where design is con-
cerned.” hesays.

Here leaves are burnt in-
stead of being used for com-
post - “a ridiculous way of :
dealing with leaves,” Feen-
stra says. To emphasize the
importance of green initis-
tives, waste materials--X-
ray film, zipper, straws -
were used for the models.

If it all goes according to
plan - and Feenstra hopes it
will - Delhi of 2050 will be
“multi-polis” that combines
the best of modern living-
Mayur Vihar has been re-
imagined as self-sustaining
with reof-top gardens to
keep the flats cool, water
harvesting systems and um-
brella like structures to cap-
ture solar energy-with ef-
fective preservation of the
old parts and street culture
with sufficient breathing
space for evervone.

shreya.chowdhiury @timesyroup.cor
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Architect groups plans for
Delhi’s dystoplc future

nyone w uh !he
shightest mnkling of
he world environ-

meant crisis should be aware
that forty vears from now
crucial resources like wa-
ter and oil will be severely
sCarce, or in the worst case
scenano. will be completely
exhausted. While we blamg
the government and yet plan
tor our futures, all the while
hoping that someone will
take care of possible future
calamities, professionals at
the architectural non-profit
trust, Archi, spend their days
anticipating such scenarios
and working ou: solutions to
them. Thev call thisan archi-
rectureans design project the
Delhi2ngo project, because it
fecuses on o very lony term

nn»i' in
5. graduaies

fewt of:m'h;
their early
trom the School of Planning
;mu Arc titecture in New
working on
seenar
vears fron
now.” says \s n Feenstra,
principal architect. Archi.
‘Weea mlv supe ifrewn mr
b 3 will stillex
Etmmun v The

S T A =
Waorkshep being held on the roof of the St H inC

design of the entire city will
fieed & conaplete change in
such a situation.” Dethi 2050
ix also examining the crisis
posed by the city's rapidly
exmanding population and
one of their models looks ut
the possibility of converting
Prelhi ynio & vertical city to
srore efficient use of
eva. While Archi has
ered the possibility of
l!n cuy betng devoid of wa-

ter. the foeal point of another

government decides to take
up the idea and worlk on it
themselves. we will, to an
extent, have achieved what
we want o do,” says Aditya
Ghosh, a savvy, young ar-
chitect in Feenstra's team.
The contributors to the idea
base of the Delhi 2080 proj-

shopkeeper,” says Ghosh. “All
these years, Delhi has beers

planned fora particular set of

people and the entire city has
been designed to meet their
needs. People on the mar-
gin, l:ln slum-dwellers, are

farelt & anffda 3 facie 9 s
wFIeH! & W [FER 40 AR J1e 3
ferett @ welv & vigew & fte &am
fam %1 w0 90y X ferehl & Sl ) oft
wftre faan vren e @l @) o o nd
f 3 foett o o d@ A 81 @
iz § 40 W a8 wfERE #
- @ e % oo R asa 1 e
L B GE cERER .
qF e § & v smom 3 s Sl @
T Wt W A & I et e
B 78 7 & oft s § anfRaga 3
fereh & anfaRaze & wm oo fo=ht

& it ® Y ol o Al Y o ez %) feamR st & e
miEA f @ deew B ddn A famer wizhe 3 wan @ s s
ferharan o fvwfaidshamn s e & R far e i

wfEem g dam o W i F fau R e v d =
A73A AN ¥R, EA gER, &R W &) I pRe € AR @ A

=9 w3z - 2% fodt o avem-aem o0
& fe=ht & wfr 9 frgen mn &4

faseh ara o @ ol w dm R
mr §1 T et T ®

& v we & oA § Sw ah,
wrfee, =l 3R sl @ wE D
TEE TS A T € g F
e = o v wdfad &
¥ ge daw i wn @) W W R
= vw e fean fomar v & avamna &
WA WA W o e = el @
g ® et wr, Iow S fafzae
I, Fvid R 4 Bvm, TR fwR
e w5, S aram, e rds
3R Anem: & e § 15 W a% wefile
mml “m

of their modelsisonrehabili-  buildings that have noshape  ectarentonly designersand  impediments to the plan
tating the Yamuna River. The  or design. When my friend  architeets. “We have regular  making process as in the in-
Yamuna 2030 project. asub-  and renowmiv Swissarchitect public workshops wherewe  stance ofthe Commonwealth;
profect under Dethi 2050.is  MarioBotta visited Gurgnon,  get Delhi-ites to talk about Games,"” says Feenstry.
modelied on Delhiasariver  hiewnsshocked. Heaskedme  their ideas and the changes “Our plans cannot be con-
town on the lines of world  whether he was visiting the they would like to see in  crete or authoritarian. Thﬂ
cities like Amsterdam, Lon-  set of a doomsday movie.® the city.” save Ghosh. The be overly optimi
don, Prague and Budapest  Archi is looking at opti orkshop ductedin or pessimistic. They have to
that have major connections  that include getting commis- open publicspaceslikeinthe  be fumrhmc but definitely
with their rivers. sioned by thegovernmentfor  middle of the ALIMS flyover.  not utopian. Dethi is full of
“Dethi has been expandi the impl oftheir “Wetry and include asmay  diversity and Dethi 2080aims
withoutbeing planned.“says  ideas. “Our main endeavour, people as possible into our  tobeacustom- ~onsde plan for
Feenstra. “Gurgaon is one  however, is the implementa- planning  from the DU stu the city and her people.” con-
of the worst. It filked with  tion of the idea. Evin if the  dent to the Chandni Chowk cludes Ghosh,
k. ;

wiga ® daw fawn w1 v diee w

v R & FW R e
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‘Delhutes lack .enough space for Ilvmg

Svep Aut Anumep
Trune News Seavice Planning for better 2050 required, feel experts
New D, Manck 14 *Delhi 2050 - anmclndn‘ hl:.No-daandOmu spmdm-wnquuu
lnhueisnopmperpl-n- bmn-uppl 'noutohmon 'l'lnuchould parking. "Do we want Delhi
ning in view of pressure of . se buildings  with hundreds of thousands
population, traffic, need of ARCH] nnNGOllmbu’ v zopevﬁcllmamme of these match boxes in
water and other basic things * studied various mega cities.  city, 2050?" he questioned.
in the future, the citizens of Master Plan of Delhi 2021 Dunu Roy from Hazard He said there was a need
Dennwnnnotgﬂanade- . isnotgoingto work outthe  Centre said Delhi would be for developing parking lots
quate place to live in. problems being faced by the a city of match boxes if as thousands of cars were
It will be difficult to move  citizens of the city. It's adequate future planning, added to the roads every-
on roads as 1,000 ncw cars on the papers. To serve its 2 in view the require-  day. When asked how to
add everyday to the existi purpos, it should involve = ments in 2050, was not make the city livable, Roy
number of vehicles. As far the grass-root people of the  made. said the city alrcady was
as water is concerned, the city. Otherwise, all the - Six lakh families are livable but the planners just
level has already efiorts will go waste, said going to be settled in Delhi  did not see it.
hundreds of feet to Anne Feenstra, principal in  in the coming years on an Government advisor for
the earth. This was dis- ARCHI. . average plot size of 12.5 infrastructure in the Nether-
cussed at a workshop Developing satellite cities  square metre, the amount of  lands Ton Venhoeven felt

_"Delhi 2050" poses, he said.
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Delhi 2050: Architects
unve|I 4 models of cnty

THE
AG'E 6 March 2011

Bid to find

solutions
to city’s ills
AGE CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

March 5: Is Delhi heading
_ towards a population explo-
sion considering its high
%V rowth and migration rates?
ill the government's
efforts finally bear fruit 1o
restore the Yamuna to its
past glory? These are some
of the questions that “Delhi
2050 —an inclusive bot-
toms up planning process”
will explore over the next
few days.

The series of events under
the event kicked off on
Saturday with a discourse
“My Delhi” at Anandgram
near Arjangarh.

Briefing about the event.
principal architect and a
teacher at the School of
Planning and Architecture,

unveiled on Saturday at the Indira Gandhi
National Centre for Arts (IGNCA).

The first case, LIFE street, visualises “a city
where streets belong to the people, not cars. It
shows an example of reworking a
typical street in order to get rid of ‘reserved
admission rights’, no physical boundaries,
happier and friendlier environment with
lower crime rares”. The second case, Urban
Mﬁmubﬂlhxﬁmm

? water and food o fulfil its requirements...
Anne Feensira said that a : !ooksa:Mm
2 » The third scenano, Culture Loop,
group of like-minded people (Wi s s imag-

have initiated this debate on
their own,

3 The fourth one, Hub-itat, focuses on
Dethi as @ massive trade centre that encour-
ages commerce.

EAGROBUTTIMES OOk

HE EcoNoMIc TMES

CL S RTTREY O M en MONGAL, T NOVEMRER 2011

°Ma s That Sing of Forlorn Places

Agroup of maoheads turn aeovamw blank suaczs lmoacarfograpmal narrative of mstory heritage and art, reports Soma Banerjee

I Mnmr ] Al About Archi wnsuiated
LI A -

sange o wildiiie cuthy. thout Archi Aveini 1 working
ssts . for| with the gern.
Iub\lhl-hﬁ-'llllhlm WO I PIOJTIUNS O SO0
with animals the place had vran wap for the slate The team
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THE FUTURE OF INDIAN CITIES

The unprecedented growth of cities, propelled by rural migration, is (*reatmg city-centric
development, neglecting the rural hinterland, says
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the future of Indian cities? The ques-

tion has been emerging amongst sev-
eral disciplines besides planning and ar-
chitecture. Today, environmentalists, an-
thropologists, economists, geographers,
transport engineers, sociologists, artists
and academicians are each questioning
the way in which our cities are evolving.
The unprecedented growth of cities, pro-
pelled by rural migration is creating a
city-centric development, neglecting the
rural hinterland. Recently, Prof M S
Swaminathan ( agricultural scientist and
Father of the Green Revolution in India)
discussed its implications on the food se-
curity of the nation as agricultural lands
are converted to urban amenities.

Is it an appropriate time to re-consider

CHENNAI MASTER PLAN
The Chennai Master Plan broadly envis-
ages a future for the next 15 years. The
first stage has been to allocate infra-
structure like the metro and the ring
roads, create areas for housing, build serv-
ice infrastructure for meeting water and
electricity needs, clean the city's rivers
and the restoreecologically-sensitive ar-
eas like Pallikarnai marshes, Adyar Poon-
ga and the deer park.

The question emerging in different
cities across the world is "What will be the
form of our cities j ?" There are two

14,244 366

aspects to such projects. Firstly, since it
is difficult to predict. the question remains
largely philosophical; secondly. in a cli-
mate of pessimism, the fate of the city is
often abandoned to the vagaries of mar-
ket forces. Despite these constraints, ex-
ploring an unfolding scenario has its mer-
its. "When we work on a city, we work on
& patient who is not under anesthesia,”
says Ton Venhoeven, Chief Government
Advisor on Infrastructure in The Nether-
lands. Planners in Chennai are confront-
ed with several dilemmas. Would Chen-
nai extend to Bengaluru over the next 50
years? What would the implications of
such expanding cities be? The new role of
renewable energies will undoubtedly
transform the functioning of future cities
with a dependence on the sun and wind.

FUTURE CITIES 2050

On a similar vein, Delhi 2050, a brainchild
of Arch i, an architecture and research
platform, explores the future of New Del-
hi. The project has been supported by
DDFA (Dutch Design, Fashion, Architec-
ture) and The Embassy of The Nether-
lands in India. It investigates four future
scenarios in varying detail.

1. Life Street - Right of way
Delhi is visualised as a city where the
street belongs to the people, not cars.

15,216,810
12,797,304

The city is a perfect example of com-
pletely re-working a street in order to
have access for all; no boundaries and
improved safety of the pedestrians.

. Urban Harvest - De-centralised

Model

This refers to a self-sufficient city which
harvests energy. water, food to fulfil its
requirements; the surplus is fed back
into the grid. It looks at self-sustain-
ability through urban agriculture. wa-
ter harvesting and renewable energy

THREATS IN THE COMING YEARS
E THE CHENNAI MASTER PLAN BROADLY ENVISAGES A FUTURE FOR THE NEXT 15 YEARS

& WE HAVE TO REALISE THE FRAGILITY OF OUR EXISTENCE. IT'S NOT JUST NATURAL DISASTERS
THAT WE SHOULD BE WORRIED ABOUT. MAN-MADE DISASTERS WILL POSE EVEN BIGGER

COURTESY: ARCH |

sources. "We have to realise the fragili-
ty of our existence. It's not just natu-
ral disasters that we should be wor-
ried about; but man-made disasters
will pose even bigger threats in the
coming years,” opines Professor
Iftikhar-Mulk Chishti, of SPA (School
of Architecture and Planning). New
Delhi.

3. Culture Loop - Heart Delhi
The city in 2050 is an amalgamation
of heritage and contemporary cul-
ture. It also plays host to one of the
largest cultural city parks of the world
and it will be a prominent tourist des-
tination. This scenario looks at giv-
ing the heart of the city back to the
citizens, opening up heritage areas
for cultural purposes and creating
pedestrian-friendly green corridors.

4. Hub-itat - Trade City
This scenario reflects how the city
can adapt to the economic growth. It
suggests a dramatic increase of pub-
lic transport and creates zones of high

economic activities in the new hubs.

The project raises several questions
that city planners in Chennai have been
dealing with. Indian expertise comes to-
gether with the Dutch design method
underlined in Delhi 2050. Through a se-
ries of discussions and engaging work-
shops, opportunities for the future were
highlighted at the session. Housewives,
young professionals, school children and
artists participated to initiate new-
thinking for Delhi in the year 2050. In-
puts from these multiple dialogues and
the research have been assimilated and
documented by the Arch i team to for-
mulate four future scenarios for Delhi.

The writer is a researcher at Artes-
Hurman settlements development collab-
orative, Chennai
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ENVISIONING DELHI

Will Yamuna cease to exist in Delhi 20502
Will Delhi’s population be over a billion?
Will Delhi be ‘Gurgoanised ?

Such and many more similar questions are being

raised and addressed in the project ‘Delhi 2050,'an arch i*

initiative. The project has been financially supported by the
Dutch Design Fashion Architecture (DDFA) and The Embassy
of the Kingdom of Netherlands. A long-term planning of a
city, which is ingrained in the Dutch DNA, because of the
paradox of little land and many inhabitants, is relatively
. With Delhi 2050, the Dutch
experts and their Indian counterparts will work together, to

unheard of in Indian citic

aid the exploration for future visions and scenarios for this
multi-polis.

2 D maggnng aruf analvans of Layers o et FUITRNIG o e
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REGISTERED NO. L/HR/FBD/256/10-12

SPACES ETCETERA

The research process will involve five public days and
would involve not just architects and urban planners, but also
designers. environmentalists and anthropologists along with
inputs from other stakeholders of Delhi. Using the rich repos-
itory of current findings and knowledge, intensive field and
literary research will be undertaken to know the city and its
people first hand. 2 D mapping, diagrams and analysis of lay-
ers and textures of the city will be done to find unique inter-
pretations. The outcome of the open participation during the
public days, in the presence of Indian and Dutch experts, will
foster the formulation of three future visions of Delhi. Making
three visions will facilitate comparison of solutions and
present different perspectives. For inviting and sharing of
ideas/suggestions/thoughts from the audience and stake-
holders, a website for Delhi 2050—www.delhi2o50.com with
a parallel blog—has also been launched.

e



RE-THINKING
URBAN FUTURES

TRAVELINC EXHIBIT DELHI 2050

arch i Platform re-
cently concluded a
research and design
process looking at
alternative future scenarios for the
‘multi-polis’ of Delhi, DELHi 2050, with
the support of Dutch Design Architecture
and Fashion Program and the Embassy of
the Netherlands in India at New Delhi in
May 20m.

As a background, DELHi 2050 was an ex-
ercise undertaken to fundamentally re-
think urban futures and start the vital and
unparalleled discourse on long-term
thinking for the capital of the country. The
endeavour involved high level of engage-
ment with the peoplie of the city, and out-
side, national and international. Follow-
ing intensive research, which was inter-
preted and thrown open for public scru-
tiny, citywide public interactive sessions,
panel discussions, workshops and lec-

landscape
16 T . 31| april-june 2011

tures were organized, where participants
from India and abroad were invited. The
information from both the research as
well as these interactions was assimilated
to make four future scenarios for the city
of Delhi, focussing on four different core
issues - “Life Street” giving the streets and
public spaces back to the people, “Urban
Harvest” looking at the self-sufficient sus-
tainable Delhi in the future, “Culture
Loop”, breathing new life into the heart of
the city and its heritage and “Hub-itat”
considering the possibility of a higher,
transit-oriented, denser Delhi.

The four architectural models were
opened to a selected group of profession-
als. This was accompanied by a dialogue
with specialists like Ton Venhoeven and
Bart Vink from the Ministry of infrastruc-
ture and Environment in The Netherlands,
Rianne Makkink from Makkink-Bey Studio
in The Netherlands, Victor Cautereels

from Design Academy Eindhoven, Ravi
Hazra from IIT Mumbai, Durganand
Balsavar from Artes Chennai, Christene De
Baan and Meilan Tjoa from DDFA, Ravi
Agrawal, Toxic Links, [.M. Chishti from
School of Planning and Architecture,
Sarandha Jain, CSE and Ishan Khosla,
among others.

The models were later unveiled to the pub-
lic. The exhibition travelled to various lo-
cations across the city during the course of
a week including Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Centre, KHO studics in Khirki village,
Delhi Haat, Embassy of the Netherlands,
Nangli village on the banks of Yamuna and
India Habitat Centre.

DELHI 2050 has recently been selected to
be displayed at IABR (International Archi-

tecture Bieannale Rotterdam) in April 2012.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: www.delhi2050.com
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Unique vision

4 group of srchitects have started an initiative, Vision 2080, te create three

difterent models for the planning of Delhi. svasoy ASHIRWAD MAHAPRASHASTA

different mudels of Delbi. This project is & non-

governmental effon and ix carvied ot in collab-
th ey

e, called

The initiative, carried out in

waREN 20,3010

walvng it 30 vears ahead of the master
plan but bas also made the process of
planning democratic wed inclusive:
asch 3 bas erented & set of questions
elating to the most sminute systems of
Lng for people to answer. The group
1 using two mediums 1o gather peo-
@i opimon: one a wehsite and the
sther public m‘n vlhls

engage in informal chats every day
with vanmus seetions of people about
he ity i 2050. They usk prople small
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Ohvmpic Games in the year 2052, or
will erime rates go up or down by 2050
in Delhi?” While the first question
toroe citizens 10 take into aceount the
litgxe-seale correption that happened
mhwhww

the second will allow them o think
about the city's growing erime rate.
The

every aspect of human life in our mod-
els because it is the people who have to
stay here. Thirdly. it is not about soly-

tinually fonght tie sea for the last 200
years. We were ferced to think about
the destructive nature of the sca whes

tiots, iwstead itis about "E
tions for the people.”

Sueha Khullar, & member of the
research team of arch i says: *It is
hmudlhndunmwlz

fiest

land. A plan gets approved only when
there is an ahernative plan in place for
future. Today, the teal estate devel-

three models are expected

come by the end of May 2001, The
research has six stages. The first one is
called definition, where b

ahout the city and its people has to be
donelth Py

d learn sbows the city frst hand. The
third step, the most important one, is
“Public Days”, where formal interac-

collaboration with a Dutch company
and the Netherlands embassy in
India, is based on people’s

aspirations and on what they think
Delhi should be like by 2050.

WHAT happens when a aity is transposted o
the fature? I, perhaps, gives its citizens o sense of
pover, Uslike Mstory, from which one can only
leara, the fuvure forces prople 1 imagine; they can
bulldlhmyulh«rmnm‘-,'ﬂemn~
powers dhewn with u vision. And it a eity like Deli,
where puwer fuses with democracy and where the

& 3

Dutch Design Fashion Architeeture, aud the coun-
y's embassy in Intis. What makes the mitiative
unigue is that for the fivst time these madels will be
Munmmad-mmwn
Delhi should be like in 2050. Most Indian eitses are
phn:dbyn&udmd‘ and generally,

Wn upon the city ny consul

tations with its people.
vw-monmmm-mm
ance of Anne Peenstra, o Dutch architet and 3
visiting facalty wembee in the SPA. 1t s the fiest
s : hle” the

poaiect of its kind Y

present iplete without its heritage, is trans- i ing idess for Delhi, which is o fastegrowing
ported into the future, the joumey of imagination wwlti-pokis, with a pepulation of about 18 million
even mote romantic, people and & growth fate of 40 pes cent until ot feast
This is what a groupof architects from a platf 2020.° The year 2050 was chosen as arch | felt that
¢alled arch i attempts to do. These arhitects, mostly the leap in time would require peopls to use o bit
from the School of Planning and Avchi (SPA) gy Jib up with more

imnovative ideas, This is why fisctors such as ali types

planning. Whike the imp
n\nhﬁiml&mdwdghm-d-

P TR

Feemstra says that the Duteh pro.
o d with pl and

towards the overnment through this
m.rumﬂcmmum_-

;nontly. we are including cach and

early 19005, it bezame very important
for the South Delhi colonies te 2ot
thew commumities gated, Feenstrs
says that this model was lifted

colofiies. The ouly holistic phn that
Dethihas is the Master Plan 2021, and it spesk
of infrastructan: than making & sustain-

Visian 2050 aot anly thinks of a loug-term, sns.
tainable development mode! for wrban plaoning by

P Particulate matte? belew 10 micrans

wheve collective fiving is W.
peaple will @ap commg and bying in
such cities in future if the oty i so
e v g

ple are g
world. He quotes from the Duteh ex-
ample: “We ate a society that has con-

Buildings The human aspect becarae
the cote of the tewm's work, Earlier, it

s

e of o particular place cannot be ig-
noved in planning. Most of Delbis
planning is a gross imitation of the
develaped Western workd. This is whas
makes it highly onsustainabie,”

He gives an example. The dich and
farmous bve wy South Delbi. Inovder o

i has & great pumber of ears und air

3 the trafs

reconsteicting two heriage vilages:
Garhi in Hunachal Pradesh and Chati
Haddwani in Uttarakhand, witich was
one o the witdhife lover Jim Corbens.

When » prescntation of arch § at an  city

wvén called “Building Indis ~ Indian
Visions. Duteh Methods”, held in Am-
sterdam in 2009, was received well,
this team decided to move it Buough
13 different cities across India. It
gained a fot of support and enthusi-
st It was then that this team concep-
tualised Vision 2050 to work more op

106, 35 a result, ane
such more than in other areas, Pro-
moting pedestianinm throwgs plan.
wng would help resolve  thew
protlents. Managing thes aspects in
plannmg will cqually bielp the paor
ndﬁn&.luhmhgkh
main metto. Only then the city wil be
bapyry. and the happiness quotivt of
eity is a field of academic research in
mmu»umm-

city planning.
“Our work has vanged from one  explains Feensira,

thaught to take it vax step further in
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CHALLENOES TO THE SURVRY

But the challenges 1o such a survey arc
many. While the survey ires 1o in-
teprate people’s aspirations of Delhi in
three medels, how does it deal with the
conflicting el interests of the pop-
ulation? While having wide veads and
ol iz e

vay that shms and middie-class calo-
mmmhmu-m

Y matters
mnee for the e sections of the pop-
el el

hip, Allthe el

pont is ahviowsly ng their
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areas, y

wre. It enjoys the benefits of that even
today. Unforumately, Dellsi does not
seem to have boproved il
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even afier the Games,” save Feenstra,
Arch ) stasted with the basic goa) of

in the richer arcas. The
sovernmen: will have to ereate imfras-
tructuze o deal with epidemics, And
is one of the

“arch forh “in which it
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daily v work from Juipur to Dedhi, Bt
ene thing is certain, If the GDP [ gres
& s i
minimhiamt
the cities of India”

In an essay valled “Walking in the
Coty” wn the book The Pructice of Kery.
ety Life, the Wistorian and paychoama-
st Michel de Certean explains, how
the wallier at the streer bevel woves in
watys that are taetical. These ways are
wover fully determined by the phos of

organtsing bodies, Cemtea, through

o s gy P

o behaviour i = 3

“the city’, which is genersted by the
Sitatees corpo-
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thinksng longtenm, creates more
space 107 becOMIng 3 great culture.
it was more a1 ease in actvely defin-
ing & better fulure.

Thote are four §00d SCenanos:
“profitcity”, “nertage city”. “pubiic
city” and-gecentraised seil.sustan.
ededty”. The largest scale ¢ lookng
8t hubs, places whete everythng
comes logether. Sothe rave! time
Deini-Jaipur will be reduced (o less

an one RoVr, 80 2050 Dethi and

Hashmere Gate waltk Kk
Singh leadsa heritage walk through
e s fo o it the husteny of the
18571 prsmg
Voset ertese delhifientagerealos conm o
eall Kantka S (921 25
VERRSEET 0y 4 Bist-congis -figst-seveid

four optmistic scenanos, The “bad”™
would be & combination of a SEZ city.
copypaste Dubai, more meguaity.
less heaithy, more aggression.
Nobody thinks about it now, but
Delin should be aware of compeition
towargs 2050 from olner cities that
will tahe dver “pns and pleces” when
Detry get worse i terms of lveatiiny.

What areas have you chosen io
project 2050 onto?
One 15 the nver Yamuna or what 1s
ol 0T it: we need to say something
about that. Another is the famous
soven histoncal cities of Dot With
of without UNESCO, we should at
ieastrespect the exsting laws. When
Dein is absouteny fantastc, the
Worid Hentage status will come.
For the fiver Yamuna we depict & pos
five scenano, bul the reaity of the
125t 30 years Shows that the nves-
side has been used as & dumping
ground 107 everything from elecincily
plexes, mfrastn . atemple,
real estate gevelopment and of
Course the bus termnal,

Where will arch.l's research and
scale models endup 7

We stant in front of tne Detni Haal,
ani @ 10-day tour will take the mog-
elsong SMS 1o the * o

83510 Tae May 3-Mon May 9. 1 i
i
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Festival

intemnational Ancient Arts
Festival .
The fesnval ghlignts the connection
between sparituality, ar and scionce
theugh perfonuances and panel dis
cussions. Alsosee Datioe

Inecian Comnedd or Coadtiorad Reluatonns

importance of Arts.
Education A ulk by Etcanor

Spirituality and Visus!
Atalkby Alks Pande, 7. $00m

Atalk by Swiss
art therapist Cinzis Rigodanso
Habitat Wonld, Indie Habate!t Coutrr,
{dii Road (24628885 7. 30

Delnis”, We will come to vou.
See Sun May 8 and Mon May 9.

bases Partecpants to meet @t Niciw-
ixom s Cemietery wear Gale 0.4 of the
Kaslhuere Gate muetvo station: 7 5am
vireasds

Qutab Minar walk Suwrekha Naram
leisds a hernage walk throughthe area
Contact Suvekila Navaw (98113
FNHS, suvekban@istmal com)
o vegastes W alk odll be comiraned
e wwekin wdranee viw ensad Visat

Workshops

 Gratfiti writing workshop

Teine Ot evgramises s werkshop that
will explore stybes and tectmigues of
free-nand and stencil graffiti an
Expertence is usetul, bin newgoners
niay besccommndated, Sar My 14
Tovegrister, email Vandana Vorma ot
vandase’a paprikanedsa com b Mo
May 9, wuth attached images of pevsoss!
svaffiti or avtwavk. Vemus to be denvded

April 20 - May 122011 www.timeoutdelhinet 57
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DELHI 2050, 2 refreshing initiative by arch i, 2 non-profit trust established in 2009 by Anne Feenstra in

|
|
N |
fn | 1
Delhi, aiong with the Dutch Consulate conducted two sets of ‘Public Days’ - a series of discussions and
workshops throughout Delhi involving creative thinkers, architects, students and concerned citizens in a
dialogue to envision the future of this great historic ity
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Dethi 2050 1 & rear opportunity to create and present scenatios for a long term vision to the people of the
tity The open process of the exercise offers 4 1ot of scope for debate and discussions
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