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SUNDAY HIND
DECEMBER 18

SCHOOLS IN FIY
IR NURSERY
‘TADMISSIONS
HOTTERY RULE
——

\ shaswall das@hindustantimes.com

DELHE A day after the
irectorate of Education issued
#guidelines that would manoeu-
. s[\;re nursery admissions for the
rthcoming academic year, the
city schools have begun toworry
about the i ing lottery sys-
under general eategory.
f While the lottery syt:gm for
the Economically Weaker Sect.-
¥ ions (EWS) sees lesser appli-
cants every year, schools have
; to hit the panic button to
ine the method of allo-
keating 15% of seats under the
category through it.
% + “Even though we have been
izllowing the system for the

EWS category, doing it for the
general category will be a lot
Ea:rore daunting” said Ameeta
§ Wattal, principal, Springdales
d5choo (Pusa Road)

For schools, it is the execy-
tion process that is proving to
be a challenge because of the
sheer number of the applicants.
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Hamari Jamatia

» hireporlers@hindustantimes. com

NEW DELHI: The population of
Delhi is expected to touch 23
million by 2021, a rise of almost
40 per cent in just two decades.
As experts debate over the
requirement of high-rises to
accommodate the increase in
the number of people, another
debate is brewing on whether
Delhi is prepared to take the
strain of vertical growth on its
water, roads, power and waste
ent facilities.
mDémﬁﬁm need an additional
LOOOMGD water, 4,250 MW of
power and disposal of 20,000
metrie tonnes of solid waste per
day. Even at present, statistics
show that there is deficiency in
the availability of amenities such
as parking, housing, power and
water among others.
Negi, CEO of Delhi
Jal Boaid, says that while DJB
is not against vertical expan-
sion, the exercise will mean a
huge overhaul of the existing
infrastructure, “When water
&lgwwerﬁnes were laid deca-
agy, it was done keeping in
mind the fact that Delhi allowed

“tical expansion; there will be a
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RISING CONCERN

Population
of Delhi is
expected
totouch
23 million
by 2021

sewerage facilities," he said.
Negi added that the supply
of raw water from Ganga,
Yamuna and Sutlej has been
frozen and if vertical growth is
allowed, the freeze will have to
be lifted so that more water is
made available. “It is not an
impossible task but the govern-
ment will have to intervene in
order to change policies that can
support the growth,” he said,

However, AK Jain, former
issi (I la-lnm. ig)s DDA:
believes that vertical height will
conserve more energy

and lead to a more Jjudicious
usage of resources. “The per
capita land will decrease to just
40 sq metres by 2021, so verti-

mlgmwt.histheonlywayout; 1
Through vertical growth, the; 1
percdpitaconsmnptionafemr-; 3
&y such as electricity will actu-: |-
ally come down,” he said. - '+ B

ing on the current’

Is Delhi ready to take the
strain of vertical growth?

DEBATE The exercise would mean a complete overhaul of existing infrastructure

Noor Mohammad, retired mem-
ber secretary, NCR Planning
Board, said that FAR is very low
because the infrastructure does
not allow bigger FARs, mostly
due to the inefficient use of
urban renewal funds. “The
urban renewal mission is aimed
at upgradation of infrastructure
tokeep up with the pressure of
increased population, but it has
been used ineffectively;” he said,
- One of the biggest problems
that Delhi would face would be
todispose off the garbage. Delhi
produces 9,000 tonnes of solid
waste from household

*(in percentage of total vehiclé.'sﬁ

Delhi

21

establishments every day. All
three landfill sites have, how-
ever, already reached their sat-
‘uration point, posing a huge
challenge to the disposal of more
garbage. The MCD, which looks
after sanitation, has prepared
aplan for building more waste
recycling plants to dispose off
the garbage.

Isittime for Delhi's skyfine fo
ange or should it retain its
character, what experts say. -
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‘Level Of air < HINDUcTAN TIMES - {7~ 20/
pollution in

C|t|es may

impair brain’

AFFECT Research shows that
exposure to level of particulate matter
for length of time common in Indian
cities could damage a key part of brain

Charu Sudan Kasturi
m charu kasturi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Waiting at a traffic
signal behind a vehicle spewing
pollutants could hurt your abil-
ity to learn.

Exposure to particulate mat-
ter (PM) pollution over pro-
longed periods at levels typical
of Delhi and other Indian and
Chinese cities could impair cog-
nition, cause depression and
chronically damage key parts of
the brain, scientists have found.

The findings, published in the
Nature Journal Molecular
Psychiatry, suggest that air pol-
lution —known to cause body
inflammation, high blood pres-
sure, diabetes and obesity —
has other previously ignored
public health implications.

Most big cities in India actu-

ally have pollution levels high- ~ :

er than the ones we used in

experiments by the researchers,
Sanjay Rajagopalan, Ohio State
University professor and a coau-
thor of the research said.

“We didn't expect the kind
dramatic results we got. But the
results suggest that it is very
important for policy-makersin
India to address ﬂmeseprohhms
though ‘it won't be easy”

Sun— exposedoneset
of mice to polluted air and
another set to filtered air for 10
months before performing a
series of behavioral tests on
them. Mice were tested because
humans are exposed to several
other influencing factors and
isolating the impact of air pol-
lution on the brain is difficult.

Delhi typlcally has average

L S5, P

[lEI.HITES NEED T{] WORRY |

PM concentration of the range
of 50-120 micrograms in every
cubic metre, even after the
reduced air pollution following

the introduction of compressed

natural gag(CNG). The mice
were exposed to PM concen-
tration of 80-90 micrograms per
cubic metre. But the region
directly behind a pollution spew-
mgvehldewm\;dtypmllyhave
PM concentration as high as
600 micrograms per cubic
metre. “The tests were specif-
ically designed for conditions in

Indian and Chinese cities,”.

Rajagopalan said.
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“air killing like
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Neetam Pandey
& neelam pandey@hindustantimes.com ATHLESS [N []EI.H'
- NEW DELHE: The Capital is breath-
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8.6 Iy of cases.
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W o, Afék 2010 'qgg? | complicg’tiorlsff::r?o rﬁsspiratg
mma‘lﬁ‘ﬁlﬂgﬁ ry diseases. The figure isup 41%
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;fiﬂifu;ﬁmmm | Handbook, 2011 .
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gainst

'CRITICISM DDA'’s draft regulation under scangér

' Sidhartha Roy

& sidhartha.roy@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELH:: The Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
plans to allow banquet halls to

- tome up ‘in areas notified for

' mixed land use but the move
has come under criticism by
Resident Welfare Associations
(RWAs).

A meeting was held at the

- ministry of urban development
on Monday to discuss the fine
points of the (permission of ban-

* quet halls) regulations 2010,
attended by officials from DDA,
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
and the Delhi government.

The draft regulation allows

* banquet halls in industrial areas,

- commercial areas and notified

. commercial streets under mixed
land use.

Among other clauses, a ban-

- quet hall to be built in a mixed
land use area should have a min-
imum plot size of 300 sqm,

should be near a road that is
minimum 9 metres wide and
should have orovision of park-
ing in front se tback area, among
other rules, -

“We have : trong objection to
permission t » operate banquet
halls in resid ntial areas even if
they are in c:xmmercial streets
notified in tlie Master Plan of
Delhi 2021," said Pankaj
Agarwal, ge¢ neral secretary,
Delhi RWA .oint Front.

“While dr :fting the Master
Plan 2021, liberal mixed
land/comme -cial use was per-
mitted in view to save large
number of jreople. However,
operations «f banquet hall in

THE DRAFT POLICY
STATES, THE CONSENT
OF RWAS $HOULD BE
TAKEN BEI'ORE PERMIT-

residential areas would finish
the residential character of the
colony,” he said.

Agarwal, who was also part
of the meeting, claimed that the
safeguards suggested in the reg-
ulations are not adequate to take
care of the problems that resi-
dents of the are: would face.

The RWAS said that banquet
halls in residential areas would
mean increased traffic move-
ment and parking problems.
“There would be noise pollution
due to playing of bands, result-
ing in disturbance to residents
specially students and senior
citizens,” Agarwal added.

The RWASs have also demand-
ed that the minimum plot size
should be 500 sqm instead of
300 sqm and the road in front
should be at least 18 metre wide
to allow smooth traffic move-
ment. Banquet should also
have adequate parking space so
that vehicles don't spill on to the
road.

2 Nigerians arrested for killing
‘money exchanger in Tilak Nagar

HT Correspondent

* Whireporters@hindustantimes.com

* NEW DELHE: Five days after a
money exchanger was mur-
dered at his office in Tilak Nagar,
the west Delhi police have

- arrested two Nigerians in con-

“nection with the case,

The arrested persons,
Sunday Chinaka Uchem and
Victor Bayem, along with
their two compatriots, had
strangled Gurcharan Singh
Sawhney (54), owner of
Sawhney International Western
Union Money Transfer, to death
using a cable wire.

Police said thal robbery was
the only motive behind the mur-

+ der, though earlier they had

ruled out this angle. Uchem was
arrested from Kolkata and

s Cops outsice Gurcharan Slnah
Sawhney's office. HT FILE

Beyam from Delhi airport. Two
of their asuociates are stil]
absconding, police said.

V Rengar athan, additional

commission r of police (west)

said that on August 31 four
Nigerians went to Sawhney's
shop on pretext of exchanging
dollar: They asked Sawhney to
send one of his staff to accom-
pany them in purchasing artifi-
cial jewellery.

“Sawhney senl, Pooja, one of
his staff, along with them.
However, at the Tilak Nagar
Metro station they did not
accompany her and sent her
along with another Nigerian.
They returned to the office
and broke all the closed-circuit
television (CCTV) cameras,
strangled Sawhney ~ and
robbed $6,000 and €500 and a
laptop,” Renganathan said,
adding, “We have recovered
$2,600 and £200 from the pos-
session of the arrested
Nigerians.”

MCD: LUKEWARM

RESPONSE TO
PUBLIC HEARING

NEW DELHI: On Satu: rday, the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) had announce! to organ-
ise public hearings frorn Monday
but the first day recei -ed a luke-
warm response with nany of its
officials being unaware of it.
According td sources, there
was a lot of chaos inside the
Civic Centre and sor e head of
the departments waie a blank
face when asked abouit the pub-
lic hearing. However the hear-
ing did manage to solve 12 com-
plaints on the spot. Most of the
complaints were 1 agarding
licensing and street! shts,
MCD had deeided to reor-
ganise its public hearing system
to ensure complaint s are dis-
posed in a time-bour:d manner,
MCD commissioner KS
Mehra had announced the
amended schedule and guide-
lines’for public hearing which
will take place at Civie Centre,
headquarter of the civie agency.
To ensure public hearings
take place in an orgariised man-
ner, a separate regist or for reg-
istration of public gri~vances is
being maintained an 1 the com-
plainant or the applic: nt is being

given a receipt. HTC

POWERTEARIFF

Delhiites r:

Rajat Arora
® rajat.arora@hindustantimes. ‘m

NEW DELHI: The Resident Welfare
Associations (RWAs) across the
Capital have decided to take up
the cudgels for the h:.pless con-
sumers who are at th receiving
end of the recent government
decision to hike pow: r tariff,
To protest agains: the hike,
RWAs are contemplaiing a civil
disobedience movement. “If the
government doesn’t roll back
the hike immediate!y, we will
resort to a civil disnhediernice
movement. We are riot going to
pay up inflated power bills” said
Pankaj Agarwal, gen::ral secre-
tary, Delhi RWA Joint Front.
Signature campaigns and
dharnas are also beirg planned
across the Capital to register
protest against the : reep hike.
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