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To,

Hon’ble Shri Kamal Nathji,
Minister of Urban Development,
Nirman Bhavan,

Government of India

Respected Shri Kamal Nathyji,

We the under mentioned Pradhans and members of the Goan Panchayats of 13 villages off South

Delhi pray to you as follows:

That grave injustice is being perpetrated on over a 15 lakh population of our villages due tto the
ill conceived and ill advised policy of land acquisition being pursued by the Delhi
Administration despite all the assurances given to us over the years even by revered the late Smt

Indira Gandhiji and Shri Rajiv Gandhiji, Hon’ble Prime Ministers of India.

We have been protesting over the last 30 years that we are the original owners of the landl who
have been residing in these villages for generations. These lands provide us with housing;,
shelter, food-grain, vegetables, livestock maintenance and household industry. We earn owr
livelihood by sul:;plying Delhi with food grain, vegetables, horticultural produce and milk. The
total population of these 13 villages in the 1980s was around 10- 12 lakhs but today woulld

exceed 20-25 lakhs due to influx of settlers from other areas.



The land acquisition policy from the very beginning was weighted in favor of the riich and
the mighty. It is based on an artificial distinction between those who own above 2.5 acres
of land and those who own less than this figure. The notice of acquisition stated that tthose
lands would be exempt from acquisition where building plans had been approved prior tio the
acquisition notice. Under the prevailing building byelaws, building plans could be sanctiioned
only with a minimum land holding of 2.5 acres or 1 hectare. All the big farm owners amd
farmhouses got regularized and thus exempt from acquisition and only the small and marginal
farmers were threatened with eviction. People with palatial farmhouses enjoyed the speculators’
monopoly and small farm owners, who had tilled the land for years a;ld lived in small albadis,

have been victims of this deviated policy that targets the smaller and marginal landowner.

We went to Hon’ble Smt Indira Gandbhi ji in January 1981and to our beloved Shri Rajiv: Gandhi
ji with our plea that we were neighboring farmers and, like them, preserving the green ciharacter
of the land. We pleaded that, for the planned development of Delhi, it was surely not
necessary to dispossess 15 lakh people of their homes, lands and livelihood. We pleaded
that the artificial division between the haves and have nots meant that the originall owners
of land who had marginal holdings were being displaced as they did not own 2.5 acres and

could not even combine as land sales were not being registered.

We met beloved Shri Rajiv Gandhi ji on May 27" 1987 at his residence along with the llate Shri
Ram Niwas Mirdha ji and others. In his gracious, ever smiling manner he agreed with s that the

acquisition policy was ill founded and that we would not be dispossessed.
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Present at the occasion was Shri HKL Bhagat, then Minister of Urban Development, Smit Sheila

Dikshit, then Minister in PMO, and Shri GK Arora, Secretary in PMO.

Obeying the wishes of Rajivji, and through the Ministry of Urban Development, the government
lawyers were unofficially given to understand that the Government was not interested in ithe
acquisition. This was why, in 1988, the decision of the Hon’ble Delhi High Court in the ffamous
Balak Ram Gupta vs. Union of India setting aside the land acquisition notice was not appealed

against and allowed to become final.

Because of this judgment we believed that the acquisition was over for all the villages.
Especially since in a letter of Smt. Gita Sagar, Joint Secretary, (L & B) dated 31.3.1989 it
was categorically mentioned that, in the light of the Division Bench Judgment of Dellhi High
Court in B.R. Gupta-II quashing the notifications issued under Section 4 of the Act,,
nothing more was required to be done and acquisition proceedings be dropped. Thiis
further stood fortified in a subsequent circular issued by Delhi Administration on

07.12.1999 stating that acquisition proceedings be stopped.

Unfortunately the tragic death of our savior and protector Shri Rajiv Gandhi ji changed the
attitude of the bureaucrats and land speculators. Once again the dispossession of the peasantry
was put into full force in the garb of acting against big landholders who, as we have pointted out
carlier, were already exempt. Cases were expedited in courts and tahsils and we are once:again

threatened with eviction from our lands.



We now understand that the DDA is considering a plan to regularize all construction in this zone
by increasing the building ratio of the big land owners and throw the small units to the lhands of
speculators. Under this scheme land owners of over 2.5 acres will be allowed to construict above

21000 sq feet of buildings and the small units denied this benefit.

What a scam in the name of liberalization!

We humbly pray to you as a true leader of people and benefactor of the poor to intervene

as did Rajiv Gandhi on our behalf and stop this madness.

We pray that a proper scheme of liberalization will be there only when it covers us: also the

poor and small landowners of this area with land less than I hectare.

With our heartfelt thanks,

)
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To, Delhi
Jan 17 2011
Respected Smt. Sheila Dikshitji,
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Delhi,
Delhi

Respected Madam,

We the Pradhans and people of outer Delhi do
hereby submit as follows.

We are the original inhabitants of Delhi and
have been living on our hereditary lands for
generations. Being poor and margindl Tarmers
our land holdings are small.

In the mid 1960s the boundary of The
Municipal Corporation of Delhi was extended
to cover our lands and we came within the so
called urban limit. The minimum size of land
holding was also arbitrarily fixed at 2.5 acres
or 1 hectare for any construction purposes and
homes and dwelling units of less than 1
hectare owners were suddenly declared illegal



as building plans were to be passed only if the
size of holding was more than 1 hectare.

We have been agitating this issue for over 30
years but to no avail.

It was only your good self who was
sympathetic to our prayers and had stated that
all existing dwelling units on farmlands should
be regularized irrespective of size of holding 1f
it was 1n existence before a cut off date.

We had heard that the DDA under the Lt
Governor of Delhi is formulating a policy to
regularize farm dwellings. Imagine our utter
horror and surprise when we have realized that
this policy not only perpetuates this artificial
favoritism to the rich and moneyed farm
owners but condemns us to forcefully part
with our lands.

The policy states that the minimum land
holding will continue at the arbitrary 2.5
acres and lesser holdings will have to sell
out or be acquired or otherwise demolished.

What sort of justice is this where the large
farm owners are now to be allowed to
construct over 21000 feet of buildings and the
small owners threatened with closure?
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Madam we pray as follows:

As a one-time measure ALL farm dwelling
units constructed before 1990 be regularized
on payment of an equitable penalty
irrespective of the size of the farm.

For this singular act of clemency we will be
deeply indebted to you.

o

Yours sincerely,
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To,
The Lt. Governor of Delhi,
Raj Niwas,

Delhi

Dear Sir,

We the under mentioned Pradhans and village leaders of 13 villages of South
Delhi would humbly like to submit that grave injustice is being perpetrated
on over a 15 lakh population of our villages due to the ill conceived and
ill advised policy of land acquisition being pursued by the Delhi
Administration despite all the assurances given to us over the years evemn
by revered the late Smt Indira Gandhiji and Shri Rajiv Gandhiji, Hon'bie

Prime Ministers of India.

In November 1980, the Delhi Administration had issued Notifications under
Section 4 of the Land Acquisition Act to acquire agricultural land of 13 villages off
South Delhi viz. Tigri, Hauz Rani, Khanpur, Khirki, Deoli, Satbari, Chattarpur,
Shahoorpur, Sadul Ajaib, Neb Sarai, Maidan Garhi, Tughlakabad and Rajpur
Khurd. This decision was sought to be justified for the planned development of
Delhi. The then Lt.Governor, Shri Jagmohan had stated that many big colonizers
and land speculators were buying agricultural land in these villages for developimg
housing societies and that, in the interest of preserving the green character of

the land as provided in the Master Plan, it was necessary to acquire the land.

We have been protesting over the last 30 years that we are the original
owners of the land who have been residing in these villages for

generations. These lands provide us with housing, shelter, food-grain,
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vegetables, livestock maintenance and household industry. We earn our
livelihood by supplying Delhi with fdod grain, vegetables, horticuitural produce
and milk. The total population of these 13 villages in the 1980s was
around 10- 12 lakhs but today would exceed 20-25 lakhs due to influx of

settlers from other areas.

The land acquisition policy from the very beginning was weighted in
favor of the rich and the mighty. The notice of acquisition stated that
those lands would be exempt from acquisition where building plans had
been approved prior to the acquisition notice. Under the prevailing puilding
byelaws, building plans could be sanctioned only with a minimum tand holding of
{ hectare. All the big farm owners and farmhouses got regularized and
+hus exempt from acquisition and only the small and marginal farmers
were threatened with eviction. people with palatial farmhouses enjoyed the
speculators’ monopoly and small farm owners, who had tilled the land for years
and lived in small abadis, have been victims of this deviated policy that targets

the smaller and marginal landowner.

We went to Hon'ble Smt Indira Gandhi ji in January 1981and to our beloved
Shri Rajiv Gandhi ji with our plea that we were neighboring farmers and, like
them, preserving the green character of the land. We pleaded that, for the
planned development of Delhi, it was surely not necessary to dispossess 15

jakh people of their homes, lands and livelihood

We met beloved Shri Rajiv Gandhi ji on May 27" 1987 at his residence
along with the |ate Shri Ram Niwas Mirdha ji and others. In his gracious, ever
smiling manner he agreed with us that the acquisition policy was il
founded and that we would not be dispossessed. A copy of our petition to

him is enclosed. present at the occasion was Shri HKL Bhagat, then Minister of



Urban Development, smt Sheila Dikshit, then Minister in pMO, and Shri GK Arara,

Secretary in PMO.

Obeying the wishes of Rajivii, and through the Ministry of Urban Development,.
the government lawyers were unofficially given to understand that the
Government was not interested in the acquisition. This was why, in 1988, thee
decision of the Hon’ble pelhi High Court in the famous Balak Ram Gupiia
vs. Union of {ndia setting aside the land acquisition notice was not

appealed against and allowed to become final.

Because of this judgment we believed that the acquisition was over for all the
villages. Especially since ih a letter of Smt. Gita Sagar, Joint Secrefary;, (L
g B) dated 31.3.1989 it was categorically mentioned that, in the light ©f
the Division Bench Judgment of Delhi High Court in B.R. Gupta-1I
guashing the notification§ issued under section 4 of the Act, nothing
more was required to be done and acquisition proceedings pe droppet!-
This further stood fortified in @ subsequent circular issued by pelhi
Administration on 07.12.1999 stating that acquisition proceedings be

stopped-

Unfortunately the tragic death of our savior and protector Shri Rajiv Gandhi ji
changed the attitude of the pureaucrats and land speculators. Once again the:
dispossession of the peasantry Was put into full force in the garb of acting against
big landholders who, as we have pointed out -earlier, were already exempt. Cases
were expedited in courts aﬁd tahsils and we are once again threatened with

eviction from our lands.

Sir, the ground situation in these 13 villages is far different to what it
was in 1980 when acquisition was first considered. In 30 years, with tie
expansion of the population and the economy, the lands have peen built upon,

abadi is everywhere and shops, commercial premises, schools, hospitzals,




nurseries, baraat ghars, places of worship and farm-houses occupy every

inch of the land.

To demolish and dispossess all the population settied on these lands for
years in order to settle new p0pulation on housing colonies built by the
DDA is to make a mockery of ground realities and to g0 back on all the
assurances given to us villagers and to abandon us to the tyranny of the
pureaucracy. Are you for example goin‘g to demolish the Adya Katyayani
Chattarpur Temple and other temples, mosques, gurdwaras and ashrams
that have come up subsequent to 19807 Or the schools, shops, abadis;
commercial establishments, hospitals, dispensaries catering to the local

population?

Even assuming that you are going to demolish the entire area by resorting to the
bulldozer culture, where is the infrastructure to cater to a new and
extensive township that the DDA is sO bent on constructing even against
its own stated Master Plan where this ared was to be Delhi's Green lung? Where
is electricity in this tail end supply-, the roads, the sewerage system and, most

critically, the water?

We pray and request your honor to intercede on our behalf as a very grave and

serious situation exists in our villages and the people are Very disturbed.

We most humbly pray to you to please intervene and direct the administration to
issue orders u/s 48 of the Land Acquisition Act stating that the acquisition policy

shall not be pursued.

We are your grateful people,
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To

Hon'ble Shri Rajiv Gendhi,
Prime Minister of Indﬁaﬂ
7, Race Course Rcad,

New Delhi.

we, the under-mentioned Pradhans and Village
‘Leaders of South Delhi would humbly like te bring =0
your kind notice the grave injustice being perpetrated
on the villagers and residents of the revenwe villages
of South Delhi by the Delhd Administration ‘through the x
il1l-conceived and motivated land acquisitiom policy. We
most humbly seek your protection in ensuring that the
Aadministration is prevented from evicting ower one milll
residents from our villages in order to benefit the
corrupt and motivated bureaucrates of the Delhi
Developmeﬁt Authority who are wanting to grab our lands
in league and collusion with the infamoud co-operative
societles.

20 As your honour might be aware, in November, 19¢
the Delhi Administration had issued Notifications under
section 4 of. the Land Acguisition Act to acquire
agricultural land of 13 villages viz. Tigri,Hauz Ranl,
Khanpur, -Khirki, Deoli, Satbari,Chhatarpur, Shahoorpur,
Saldulajaib,web Sarai, Maidan Garhi and Rajpur Khurd et
This decision was sought to he justified im the interes
of the planned growth of Delhi. The then Lt.Governor,
Shri Jag Mohan had stated that many big colionizers and
land speculators were buying agricultural land in these
villages for dsvelopment as housing colonies. Since thl
area is a declared Green Belt in the Delhi Master glan,
the Notifications were issued to prevent canstruction o
colonies and violations of the Master Plane.

i, I8 we have been representing for the past seven
years that we. are the original tillers of ithe soil who
have been residing in these villages for the last so ma



-
these lands which provide us foodgralns, vegetanles and

horticulture produce. Our cattle, livestock is @alsa

maintained on these lanas and we perfoIm & Very useiful
purpose of supplying Delhi its needs of vegetabl.es,
horticultural produce and milk. The total population of
these 13 villages is now in excess of 10 lakhs because
many residents of Delhi have alkso spilled over into ow:
yvillages and are 1iving there.

4. The land acquisition policy of the Delihi
Administration has Deen weighted in favour of the rich
right from the pbeginning., The notice of land acquisition
had itself stated that those lands would bé exempt from
acquisition where building plans had been sanct.ioned priock
o the acquisition notice. Under the bye=Laws prepared

oy the Municipal Corporation of Delhi, building plans

are sanctioned only if the minimum size of the holding

is 2.5 acres. All the small and marginal farmers who
possess land less than this amownt, and who hawve had their
abadies on the. site for generations are thus excluded
from any consideration by the Administration. All the big
land owners and famm colonizers who boudht land from the
poor cultivators and who have built palatial famm houses
in our area have been deliberatelf'éiampted from acquisit
on the ground that their building plans have been approve
by the bureaucracye The small farmers and original
cultivators of the soil are, however, being evicted and
their abadies demolished simply because the rulles have
peen framed in a manner suited to the rich and without
consideration to the havoc which will be caused by the
uprooting of these villagers and their families, m

Se Wwe have represented time and again tco the
Delhi Administration to regularise our abadi siites based
on entric s under the land records. We have pleaded that
the village population has grown by,léaps and bounds and
people haﬁe no alternative but Seftle on Gaon Sabha land
to eke out a liéing. Unfortunztely, we are called encroa
and unauthorised colonies whereas rich fam houses have
been given a legal'defiﬁitibn merely by virtue of the fa

e Tsd1 Adme Rwre=l Awre have been anolied to thiem, The
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b'e The Delhi Development Authority gtates thwat o

will give us RS .20/~= per-squara“metw@ as compensation

and also a plot of jand of 218 sq.mts. in view of

1and acquired from use Will this provide us with alfemeat

means of sustenance?. will not oul families and chilldrer

pe forced to migrate to 41 ternative places seeking 1008
or taking to a 1ife of petty crime?.

1o Qur villages are still notified as Green Belt
under the_Delhi Master Plan. We are Fulfilling all <nw
requi rements of keeping this area green. Why are we the
peing uprooted for the sake of co=operative housing
societies who will destroy the charactel of the land,
convert green fields into housing colonies and viclate
+he basic naturs of the Master Planc The Delhi Dewelopmeu
suthority and Delhi Administration &are supposed to D& the
guardians of the Master Plan. Why are they themselvas
went upon totally supverting its basic nature? .

G

Rajiv Ji, you are one of us @lnce you al.so
have a farm in our aread. You have always listened wo
patiently and both you and before you, indira Ji, ad
assured ws on many cccasions that our lands will not be
accuireds iﬁspite of your wishes, and the wishes of your
late mother, @ handful of corrupt and self=seeking
buceaucrats are wvigorously pushing ahead the policy on
land acquisition. We met you on May 12th, 1687 at your
residence along with Shri Ram Niwas Mirdha Ji, Shril Bharat
5ingh, M.R. and many others. vou were gracious enowgh

to assure us that we will not be dispossessed. Inspite

of your assurance the Delhi Adninistration has subsegquent

to that period declared compensation awards and proceeded

to take possession of our lands on papel. There 1s very
grave anxiety that vested interests and the unfeeling
bureacracy will proceed Lo evict us from our lands and
allot it to others who are prepared to pay them crores
of rupees as bribese

9e A very grave and serious situation exists in
our villages and the peasantary is disturbed, insecure

and doe s not know where to turn. We most humbly pray to

=)
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You'to please intervene and direct the Delhil
Administration, the Ministry of Urban Developmern ©

and the DDA to forthwith cancel the awards annouiited

and to issue orders under Section 48 of the Land
hcquisition Act stating that the acquisition pol.icy

shall not be pursued. We assurgsvou of our countiiaued

loyality and support for we have f£ipn faith in your
sense of justice and in your leadership.

10. We are ready to come ©o you wheneves §iou

dasjire.
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Copy tos
i; Dr.Bal Ram'Jakhax, Speaker; Lok Sabhe, New Delhd
2. Shri Ram Niwas Mirdha, ney Delhi .

3. Shri Arjan Singh, Minister o5 Comnunica:iumﬁﬁwew 1)

4 > Shri H X ol oBhagEﬁ t, N w Delhj o
S. Shri Kec.Panthinister'of Defence, new Delhy ,

6. Shri Makhanp Lal Fotedarﬁ Minditer of Steey g Minesg,

7. Shri Bharat Singh, MB., New Delhi.
8. ShriH«KQL.KapoorgLt.Governorvbelhiw
9. Shri G.K;Arora,Special Secr@tary to the M

10. Vice-Thaiman, D.D.&,New peinj,
1i. Shri KNKaMathurg Chief Schetary,Delhi Acminiser
12, Deputy Gommissionerg Delhy .,
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